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FADE IN:

EXT. METROPOLIS - DAY (VICTORIAN ERA)

A skyline of church spires and smoking factory chimneys.
TITLE CARD: A HUNDRED CHRISTMASES AGO.

A bowler-hatted LAMPLIGHTER ignites a gas lamp. The flame
illuminates a snow-covered street under a heavy fog. In a
VOICE we can’'t gquite place:

MALE VOICE
You’ve probably asked yourself, “who is
Santa?”

On a lonely corner an ORGAN-GRINDER cranks out a MELODY.

MALE VOICE (CONT'D)
He wasn’t born with snow white hair
smelling of peppermint and Christmas
trees. That came later.

The MUSIC carries down the street to...

EXT. TOWN HOUSE - CONTINUQUS

A snowman stands in a hedged garden. Lumps of coal and a
carrot on his face, a crumpled top hat on his head.

MALE VOICE
Don’‘t ask me how old he is, because, you
know, 1f you stop counting you stop
getting older. And he stopped, well, many
winters ago.

A BOY'S HAND reaches up and plucks out the nose.
MALE VOICE (CONT'D)

He’'s all grown up now, but Santa was a
boy once too.

The BOY glances over his shoulder, eyes racing, the
carrot clenched in his teeth.

NICHOLAS CLAUS (9), hands and face soot-smudged, his
dimpled cheeks a magnet for bony-fingered aunts.

MALE VOICE (CONT'D)

Hard to believe, but Nicholas was no
saint.
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